
 

 
 

Water and Sewerage Systems Extension Policy (WASSEP) 
 
WASSEP is a policy developed to cover two separate areas:  
 

- Water Supply Extensions into un-serviced areas (usually rural areas); and  
- Upgrading of Water Supply and Sewerage Services in Serviced Areas (usually 

urban areas). 
 
Water Supply Extensions 
WASSEP is designed to provide a mechanism to extend town water into un-serviced, 
usually rural areas, with an equitable apportionment of costs amongst beneficiaries.  
 
An extension of town water under WASSEP requires the majority support of property 
owners benefiting from the extension and a commitment from benefiting property 
owners to contribute financially on a cost recovery basis. 
 
Extensions are primarily intended to provide for domestic users in areas of poor ground 
water and not horticultural or agricultural water supplies.  
 
Applications for water supply extensions will be assessed individually, according to a 
number of factors including: 

- The level of support from benefiting property owners; 
- The quality and availability of bore water supplies in the area; and 
- The availability of Power and Water funding; 

 
Upgrading of Water Supply & Sewerage Services in Serviced Areas 
New building developments and redevelopments in serviced areas, including within 
new subdivisions place additional loads on Power and Water's existing water supply 
and sewerage systems.  
 
WASSEP is designed to accommodate these loads from new building development in a 
fair and equitable manner through a system of common contributions from developers. 
 
Under WASSEP, developers make contributions based on the anticipated load being 
placed on Power and Water’s water supply and sewerage systems (excludes 
headworks such as Dams Bores, Treatment works and water transfer mains) 
 
WASSEP fees are detailed in Services Development’s Customer Handout No 4, located 
on the internet at: 
 
http://www.powerwater.com.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/966/Customer_Handout_
4_-_Misc_Water_and_Sewer_Charges_for_Development_Activity.pdf 
 
 
Subdivisions 
Proponents of subdivisions are responsible for providing new local water supply and 
sewerage services to new lots, to meet the ultimate anticipated demand on that lot. 
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Subdivision proponents may be required to undertake some augmentation or works 
off-site to facilitate the subdivision. Subdivision proponents do not pay WASSEP fees. 
 
Building Development 
If a building development is taking place on an established or newly created allotment 
any additional water and sewer load created above the base loads or previously 
approved loads, will incur WASSEP charges. Ordinarily each allotment is allocated 13 
sanitary fixture units for sewerage and a potable water flow based on the existing 
service connection pipe size. 
 
Where redevelopment occurs, e.g. where a house is being replaced by a multi-
residential development, the building development may also trigger the need to 
upgrade or augment local water supply and sewerage services. e.g. where the fire 
fighting demands of the new building exceed the capacity of the existing water mains 
in the street.  
 
In some cases where it is economically viable and there are other benefiting land 
owners, a contribution plan may be formulated which will share the costs between the 
benefiting land owners.  
 
Quotes for fees for developments and the application of WASSEP policy on building 
developments and subdivisions are available from Services Development.  
 
For more information please contact;  
 
Darwin Alice Springs 
Service Development North                        Service Development South 
Water Services Building Sadadeen Valley 
Iliffe Street, Stuart Park                            Berger Court, Alice Springs 
Postal Address: PO Box 37471                   Postal Address: PO Box 1521 
WINNELLIE NT 0821                                ALICE SPRINGS NT 0871 
Telephone: (08) 8995 5801                        Telephone: (08) 8951 7312 
Facsimile: (08) 8924 5121                       Facsimile: (08) 8951 7347 
LandDevelopmentNorth@powerwater.com.au           LandDevelopmentSouth@powerwater.com.au 
 


